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AREA FORM NO. 

1 H ' 

Town Nantucket 

Address 7 F a i r S t r e e t 

Historic Name F a i r S t r e e t Museum 

(see Quaker Meeting House) 

Use: Present M useum 

Original Museum 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1904 

Source R e g i s t r y of Deeds.and NHA 
Proceedings 

Style Poured concrete 

Architect George W. Watson 

Exterior Wall Fabric Aggregate concrete 

Outbuildings None 

Major Alterations (with dates) g one 

— - — i i r ~ + — i • - ! 
OTM REFERENCE , 

USGS f—AnRANGLE T _£ 70 SI 

SCALE L 

Condition G ood 

Moved NA Date 

Acreage . l l 

Setting Located on same l o t and b u i l t 

a d j o i n i n g the Friends (Quaker) Meeting 

House (1838). B u i l d i n g abutts s t r e e t 
on north side of corner l o t . Spacious 
lax.™ -in f r o n t , s j d <*r> fc j a i ne 1 ohboi;hoo-. 
j u s t . o f f . M a i n St. near center of town, 
Recoroed by v i c t o r i a Taylor 'Pawir-i ns 

Organization Nantucket- _J__tar___aJ . 

Date February J 988 • % 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) j V h ^ * 
Located w i t h i n the n a t i o n a l l y recognized H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t of Nantucket. 
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 
The F a i r Street Museum i s the second poured-concrete b u i l d i n g to have been 
constructed i n Massachusetts, and the f i r s t w i t h a roof. The f i r s t b u i l d i n g 
was the Harvard Stadium. B u i l d i n g Committee chairman Henry S. Wyer reported i n 
1905 that the success of the r e c e n t l y completed f i r e - p r o o f , concrete skyscraper 
(22 s t o r i e s ) i n C i n c i n n a t i had prompted the NHA to co n s t r u c t a s t e e l - r e i n f o r c e d , 
poured-concrete s t r u c t u r e f o r the safekeeping and e x h i b i t i o n of the c o l l e c t i o n s . 
I t would be f i r e - p r o o f , as w e l l as easy and inexpensive to b u i l d . Four bids were 
obtained f o r the concrete c o n s t r u c t i o n of the w a l l s and f l o o r s , and that of the 
Aberthaw Co. of Boston, the b u i l d e r of the C i n c i n n a t i skyscraper (according to 
Wyer) and the Harvard Stadium (according to NHA President A. Starbuck), was 
accepted. Aside from Leonard Wason, president of Aberthaw and c h i e f engineer of 
the C i n c i n n a t i p r o j e c t , none of the men who worked on the F a i r Street b u i l d i n g 
had ever seen a concrete b u i l d i n g , with the exception of the Harvard Stadium. 
George Watson was the a r c h i t e c t . The museum was b u i l t on the l o t of the NHA-
owned Friends Meeting House, which was moved eigh t f e e t to the east i n order to 
make room f o r the new b u i l d i n g . The museum i s t r a p e z o i d a l i n shape, conforming 
to the property l i n e s and a v a i l a b l e space, and abutts the meeting house at the 
l a t t e r 1 s NW corner. On the i n t e r i o r , the concrete walls show the marks and tex
ture of the forms i n t o which the concrete was poured; on the e x t e r i o r , the w a l l s 
were brushed to expose the aggregate. The f l a t roof, surrounded by a concrete 
parapet, i s made of t h i c k wood planks covered by nine l a y e r s of weather-proofing 
m a t e r i a l s . Improved P l a s t i c - S l a t e Roofing Co. of Boston i s thought to have been 
contracted f o r the job. The i n t e r i o r plan includes a basement with double door 
access to the s t r e e t on the north e l e v a t i o n . A wide, c e n t r a l l y located s t a i r c a s e 
leads to the f i r s t f l o o r ; and another open s t a i r c a s e d i r e c t l y overhead g r a c i o u s l y 
leads to the second f l o o r , where a balcony runs the perimeter of the b u i l d i n g ' s 
i n t e r i o r . The c e n t r a l l y p o s i t i o n e d roof s k y l i g h t sheds l i g h t to the f i r s t f l o o r 
through the open balcony. Each f l o o r i s wide open with only post supports. As 
part of the concrete c o n s t r u c t i o n , two f i r e p l a c e s are s i t u a t e d on the f i r s t and 
second f l o o r s i n the NW corner. The p u b l i c entrance i s located at the NE corner, 
where a pedimented d i s t y l e p o r t i c o leads to the foyer or antechamber. The 
foyer i s also a c c e s s i b l e through the Quaker Meeting House. A l l nineteen window 
sash, several doors and frames are metal. A l l e x t e r i o r t r i m was painted gray 
o r i g i n a l l y , as i t i s today. A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , the F a i r S t r e e t Museum remains 
v i r t u a l l y unchanged from i t s 1904 beginnings. 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 
The F a i r Street Museum was the NHA1s f i r s t b u i l d i n g designed e s p e c i a l l y f o r the 
e x h i b i t i o n of c o l l e c t i o n s . I t stands as a symbol of Nantucket's r e c o g n i t i o n of 
her own c u l t u r a l heritage and was the NHA's f i r s t attempt to meet the growing 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of c o l l e c t i n g and preserving objects of the i s l a n d 1 3 . m a t e r i a l c u l 
t u r e . Mention was f i r s t made of a much-needed new museum b u i l d i n g i n the o f f i 
c ers' report of 1898, j u s t four years a f t e r the NHA's beginning. NHA1g published 
proceedings during the ensuing years served to remind members of t h i s concern. 
In 1903, the p u b l i c appeal was made, and i n 1904, the cornerstone was l a i d f o r 
the new b u i l d i n g . The cost was $8300.00. Records and documents reveal the i n 
volvement and support of many Nantucketers whose sense of i s l a n d heritage was 
strong. Alexander Starbuck was the president. I t was he who appealed to the 
"Nantucket sons and daughters" f o r t h e i r a s s i s t a n c e and l a t e r encouraged the 
NHA to purchase the Jethro C o f f i n House. Susan E. Brock, who at age s i x doubled 
Cape Horn on the ship "Midnight," was the f i r s t curator and f i r s t to extoll the need 
f o r a new b u i l d i n g i f the NHA were to develop i t s c o l l e c t i o n s . She was an im
portant e a r l y donor of f a m i l y / i s l a n d heirlooms. Henry S. Wyer, chairman of the 
F a i r S treet B u i l d i n g Committee, recognized Nantucket's s p e c i a l heritage and, as 
a photographer well-noted today, recorded Nantucket people and places. His work 
i s now i n the NHA c o l l e c t i o n s , as are the outstanding p a s t e l s of Annie Barker 
Folger, who pledged, along w i t h others,her d o l l a r s f o r the construction of a new 
b u i l d i n g . The F a i r S t r e e t Museum continues to be a primary e x h i b i t i o n b u i l d i n g 
of the decorative a r t s and c i i t s of Nantucket. 
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above: West e l e v a t i o n ; below: East e l e v a t i o n 



F a i r S t r e e t M u s e u m , 7 F a i r S t r e e t , N a n t u c k e t , M A K//Vl4 
e a r l y t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y v i e w s 



F a i r S t r e e t Museum, 7 F a i r S t r e e t Nantucket, MA 
1905, photograph by Henry S. Wyer, 

f i r e p l a c e v/ith c o l o n i a l r e v i v a l s e t t i n g ; Susan E. Brock, f i r s t 
NHA c u r a t o r , f i g u r e at r i g h t 


